
CITY OF TANEYTOWN, MARYLAND
THE HARRY MEADE COLLABORATIVE WATER RELIEF PROGRAM

RESOLUTION NO. 2025 - 17

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TANEYTOWN
ESTABLISHING A WATER RELIEF PROGRAM TO SUPPORT DISADVANTAGED

RESIDENTS IN PAYING MUNICIPAL WATER BILLS, IN PARTNERSHIP WTH
PRIVATE DONORS AND BUSINESSES.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Taneytown recognize that access to safe,

affordable water service is an essential need for all residents; and

WHEREAS, the City of Taneytown desires to establish a formal mechanism to provide

temporary financial assistance to residents facing financial hardship in meeting their

municipal water obligations; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to partner with private individuals, community

organizations, and businesses to jointly fund such assistance through a matching
program; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it in the public interest to authorize the creation of a

Water Relief Program under the administrative oversight of City Administration, with

disbursements managed by a qualified third-party nonprofit organization experienced in

utility relief or similar aid programs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF

THE CITY OF TANEYTOWN, MARYLAND, THAT:

1 . Establishment of Program:
A "Water Relief Program" is hereby created to provide financial assistance to
qualifying Taneytown water customers experiencing financial hardship.

2. Funding Structure:
The program shall be jointly funded through voluntary contributions by private

individuals and businesses, with the City of Taneytown matching such

contributions up to Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) per fiscal quarter with a
total fiscal year liability not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00)

These contributions are to be directly matched against private contributions. The

donation shall be kept and paid out through an account with appropriate status

and receipt provided to individuals upon their contribution.



3. Administration & Disbursement:
The Mayor and City Administration are authorized to select, contract with, or
otherwise engage a qualified nonprofit organization experienced in relief
disbursement programs to administer applications, determine eligibility, and issue
disbursements on behalf of the program.

4. Discretion of Administration:
Except as specifically provided herein, all administrative processes regarding
fund management, transfer, eligibility criteria, reporting, and verification shall be
established at the discretion of City Administration to ensure efficiency and

accountability but shall be established by the first water billing quarter of calendar
year 2026.

5. Budgeting:
Beginning in the next fiscal cycle, the Water Relief Program shall appear as a
dedicated line item under the "Water" section of the City's Simplified Budget, with
quarterly reporting to Council on fund activity and matching totals.

6. Public-Private Partnership Encouragement:
The City encourages local residents, civic organizations, and business owners to

contribute to the program as part of a shared community effort to promote

compassion, civic engagement, and neighborhood well-being.
7. Effective Date:

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.
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