CITY OF TANEYTOWN
RESOLUTION 2025 - 11

A RESOLUTION TO EXPAND PUBLIC COMMENT DURING COUNCIL MEETINGS AND
WORKSHOPS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Taneytown believe that transparency, accountability,
and public participation are essential elements of good government; and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that the ability for the public to speak directly to their
elected representatives is a cornerstone of representative democracy; and

WHEREAS, the residents of Taneytown deserve a government that not only works for them, but
also listens to them, and engages in open dialogue on matters of civic interest and concern; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to formalize and expand the opportunity for residents to
engage with the legislative process by offering a public comment period during its regularly
scheduled Monday Council meetings; and

WHEREAS, the Council acknowledges that the regulation of public comment should be minimal
and only to the extent necessary to ensure that meetings remain productive, respectful, and in
keeping with the conduct of official municipal business.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TANEYTOWN THAT:

Effective immediately, all regular Monday Council meetings shall include a designated period for
public comment. This period shall be a standing item on the agenda and shall allow any
member of the public to address the Mayor and Council regarding matters relevant to the City or
of general public concern. The City Council affirms that public comment is to be protected as a
matter of free expression and civic participation and will be regulated only to the minimum
extent necessary to preserve order and ensure the effective operation of the meeting. The
presiding officer shall retain the authority to manage the public comment period, including the
imposition of reasonable time limits or other procedural measures when necessary to maintain
decorum and fairness. The City Clerk and City Manager are hereby directed to ensure that this
policy is implemented and reflected in all public agendas and meeting notices moving forward.

Additional public comment pertaining to specific agenda items will be allowed during Council
workshops following a sign up with the City Clerk. Such comments; by those registered to
speak: will be heard following council discussion of each such agenda item. Individuals who
have elected to speak will be called to the podium at the appropriate time.



AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council shall periodically review the
structure and execution of the public comment period to ensure it continues to serve the public
interest and promotes an accessible, engaged, and open local government.

PASSED THIS Z'L DAY OF /u&z 2025 BY A VOTE OF
2 COUNCILMEMBERS IN FAVOR AND _¢&2
COUNCILMEMBERS OPPOSED.

CLARA J. KALMAN, CITY CLERK

APPROVED THIS Z.( JA%M@ y 2025.
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CHRISTOPHER G MILLER, MAYOR




