
CITY OF TANEYTOWN
oRDtNANCE 17 -2025

AN ORDINANCE TO REDUCE WATER AND SEWER RATES BY FIVE PERCENT AND
ESTABLISH AN ANNUAL WATER SYSTEM REVIEW WORKSHOP

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Taneytown recognize the essential nature of water
and sewer services to every resident and business within the City, and

WHEREAS, the Council further acknowledges the need for increased transparency, fiscal
responsibility, and resident engagement regarding utility rates and infrastructure planning; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to reduce the financial burden on its residents where fiscally
prudent and sustainable to do so;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TANEYTOWN THAT:

A. The City shall conduct a mandatory annual Water System Review Workshop each year
during the month of April.

B. The purpose of the workshop shall be to

Present a comprehensive overview of the City's water and sewer infrastructure,
including system capacity, condition, improvements, and capital needs;

a
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Report on current utility revenues and expenditures,

Provide a detailed breakdown of rate structures, billing data, and customer usage trends;

Offer a formal administrative recommendation on whether water and sewer rates
should be reduced, maintained, or increased, with lustification,

a Facilitate public questions and input from residents and business owners

WHEREAS, the Council is committed to ensuring that these utility rates are fair, reasonable,
and reflective of actual service delivery costs; and

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ANNUAL WATER SYSTEM REVIEWWORKSHOP



D. City administrative staff are instructed and authorized to prepare for this workshop in
whatever way is reasonably necessary to ensure maximum public awareness and
attendance, including the development of presentation materials, data summaries, and
outreach to civic and community organizations.

E. The findings and recommendations presented during the workshop shall be documented in
the Council meeting minutes and used to inform any future utility rate decisions.
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C. The workshop shall be open to the public and shall be advertised no fewer than '15 days
in advance in a local newsletter or newspaper, as well as on the City's website and other
communications platforms. The City Clerk and City Manager shall ensure all appropriate public

notice requirements are fulfilled.
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