
CITY OF TANEYTOWN
oRD|NANCE 15-2025

AMENDMENT TO POLICE PROTECTION STANDARDS UNDER ADEQUACY OF
FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS

WHEREAS, the City of Taneytown maintains adequacy standards to ensure public services,
including police protection, can support proposed development; and

WHEREAS, S 180-22 of the Code of the City of Taneytown outlines criteria for determining
whether police services are sufflcient to accommodate new residential growth; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council seek to modernize these standards by clarifying what
constitutes adequate police coverage and granting discretion to the Police Chief or designee in
certifying coverage when numerical benchmarks are not strictly met; and

SECTION 1:

Section 180-22(AXl I ) of the Code of the City of Taneytown is hereby amended to read as
follows:

S 180-22(AXlf ) - Police Protection

(a)

lf the Commission determines that the ratio of patrol equivalent police officers to citizens is
not less than two officers per every 1,000 residents----considering City and any significant county
and/or state coverage-and if the City certifies that police protection would be adequate,
considering:

[1] Existing population from existing homes;

[2] Projected population from residences under construction or recorded lots from previously
approved preliminary plans; and

[3] Projected population from the new development.

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to define the operational personnel required for patrol-

level law enforcement while allowing administrative flexibility for expert-based certification.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TANEYTOWN THAT:



(b)

The Commission shall ensure that the Police Chief or his or her designee certifies whether
the Police Department can provide adequate police protection, addressing specifically the ratio
of patrol equivalent officers to residents. This certification may state that police protection is
adequate even if the ratio defined in subsection (a) is not fully met, provided that the certification
includes a written rationale submitted to the Mayor, City Manager, and Council explaining how
adequate police protection will be maintained for the proposed development.

(c)

For purposes of this section, a "patrol equivalent officer" shall be defined as a sworn police

officer assigned to patrol, investigative, or operational field duties. This shall exclude command
or administrative positions such as Chief, Major, Lieutenant, or any position primarily serving a

supervisory or administrative function.

(d)

This requirement may only be superseded if the Police Chief or his or her designee provides

formal certification, per subsection (b), that adequate coverage exists for the proposed

development.

SECTION 2. Severability.
lf any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is found to be

invalid, the remainder of the ordinance and its application shall not be affected.
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