CITY OF TANEYTOWN
ORDINANCE 10 - 2025

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 34-3 OF THE CITY CODE TO MODIFY THE DUTIES
AND MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

WHEREAS, the City of Taneytown seeks to manage legal resources efficiently and ensure that
the City Attorney’s time and expertise are directed based on administrative and legislative need:;
and

WHEREAS, the current City Code requires the City Attorney to attend all regular Council
meetings and other city functions by default, regardless of legal necessity; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council believe it is in the best interest of the City to clarify that
the attendance and involvement of the City Attorney at meetings and in legal review functions
shall be based on request, as determined by the Mayor, City Manager, or City Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TANEYTOWN THAT:

Section 34-3 of the Code of the City of Taneytown shall be amended as follows (additions
bold and underlined, deletions in strikethrough):

§ 34-3. Attorney.

A. Appointment; qualifications. The Mayor, with the approval of the Council, shall appoint a
City Attorney. The City Attorney shall be a member of the bar of the Maryland Court of Appeals.

B. Compensation. The City Attorney shall have such compensation as shall be approved by
Council through an annual hourly fee schedule.

C. Powers and duties.

(1) The City Attorney shall be the legal adviser of the city and shall perform such duties in this
connection as may be required when requested by the Mayor, City Manager, or City
Council. When required by the Mayor, City Manager, or City Council the City Attorney shall
furnish written or verbal opinions upon any legal affairs of the city.

(2) The City Attorney shall review and provide legal sufficiency opinions on ordinances,
contracts, agreements, bonds, leases, and other legal documents of the City only when
specifically requested to do so by the Mayor, City Manager, or City Council.



D. Attending meetings.

(1) The City Attorney shall attend regular or special meetings of the City Council only
upon request of the Mayor, City Manager, or City Council.

(2) The City Attorney shall attend meetings of the Planning Commission, Board of
Appeals, Economic Development Commission, or any other city body only when
requested by the Mayor, City Manager, City Council, or Committee of Council.

E. Legal consultants. The city shall have the power to employ such legal consultants as it
deems necessary from time to time.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and the
City Code shall be amended accordingly.
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CHRISTOPHER G MILLER, MAYOR




