CITY OF TANEYTOWN
ORDINANCE 10 - 2024
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AMENDMENTS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section C-401(A) of the Charter of the City of Taneytown, the Mayor
and City Council shall have the power to pass all ordinance not contrary to the Constitution or
laws of the State of Maryland as deemed necessary for the good government of the City and the
protection and promotion of comfort, convenience, welfare and happiness of the residents of the
City of Taneytown; and

WHEREAS. the Mayor and City Council believe that transparency in the means and manner by
which individuals who seek public office in the City of Taneytown is of paramount importance in
allowing a fair and open election contest and providing the citizens with all the information
necessary to make a reasonable and informed decision on the individuals which will lead their
community; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council believe that it is in the best interests of the citizens of
Taneytown to enact certain regulations regarding Campaign Finances to achieve this goal; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council believe certain clarifications are necessary to the existing
Campaign Finance provisions to more fully describe the intent of the ordinance and provide better
guidance for those to whom the ordinance applies.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TANEYTOWN THAT:

SECTION ONE: That a new Section 18.-1.1 be added to the Code of the City of Taneytown
as follows:

Sec. 18-1.1 — Intent of reporting of contributions and expenditures—Candidates.

It is the intent of Section 18-1 that all receipts and expenditures as outlined therein, be reported
for any person making any effort to seek elected office, including those made prior to the time a
person is deemed an official candidate under the provisions of the City Code.

SECTON TWO: That amendments to Section 18-2 (f) of the City Code be made as follows:

()

1. Ifthe candidate has previously filed a report, the first report filed by the candidate
shall include any balance remaining at the expiration of the last reporting made since
the date of this last prior report. through the day immediately preceding the date of
the filing of such first report.




2. If this is the first time a report has been filed by a candidate it shall include all
contributions and expenditures made at any time after the individual makes any effort
to seek elected office, including those efforts prior to the time the individual is
deemed an official candidate under the provisions of the City Code.

3. Each subsequent report by any candidate shall include all contributions received and
expenditures made from the day of the filing of the last prior report through the day
preceding the filing of the subsequent report.

SECTON THREE: That amendments to Section 18-5 of the City Code be made as follows:
Sec. 18-5. - Reporting of individual expenditures.

This Section is not applicable to an individual who is seeking elected office but rather any
individual that expends a cumulative total of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) or more in cash
or in-kind contributions, to assist in the promotion of the success or defeat for any candidate or
slate of candidates for City office shall file reports of such expenditures with the City Ethics
Commission in accordance with this article. If actual costs for an expenditure is not available
when a report is due, this must be documented on the report and an estimate must be provided.

SECTION FOUR. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any provision, clause,
sentence, word or part thereof is held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any
person or circumstance, such illegality, invalidity or unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall
not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, clauses, sentences, sections, words, or parts
of the Ordinance or their application to the other persons or circumstances. It is hereby declared
to be the legislative intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted as if such illegal, invalid,
unconstitutional provision, clause, sentence, section, word or part had not been included therein,
and as if the person or circumstances to which the ordinance is part thereof is inapplicable had
been specifically exempted therefrom.

SECTION FIVE. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon the adoption.
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CHRISTOPHER MILLER, MAYOR
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