
The Mayor and City Council of the
CITY OF TANEYTOWN

ORDINANCE 05-2025
SPEED MONITORING SYSTEMS

WHEREAS, Section C-401(52) of the Charter of the City of Taneytown grants authority to the
City of Taneytown to regulate certain matters within the City of Taneytown related to the health
and safety of the residents ofthe City of Taneytown; and

WHEREAS, speeding by motor vehicles is one of the major causes of accidents, injuries and death;

and

WHEREAS, Section 21-809 of the Transportation Article of the Maryland Annotated Code (the
"Statute"), authorizes the use ofSpeed Monitoring Systems in local jurisdictions in which the local
goveming body has enacted a local law for that purpose, subject to reasonable notice and a public
hearing; and Maryland law allows municipalities to establish school zones and to enact speed

monitoring systems enforcement programs; and

WHEREAS, Speed Monitoring Systems provide safe and consistent enlorcement at a reasonable

cost, while allowing police officers to focus on other law enforcement duties; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on lrAorch5*5 in compliance with State Law to receive
public input and comment thereon; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Cilv Council of the City of Taneytown have reviewed the comments
and information provided regarding the use of Speed Monitoring Systems and the positive effects
such systems have on vehicular and public safety and find that the enactment ofa local law for the

City ofTaneytown to be in the best interests ofthe citizens ofthe City ofTaneytown.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TANEYTOWN THAT:

SECTION ONE. Chapter 193, Vehicles and Traffic, ofthe Code of the City of Taneytown shall
be amended by addition of the following:

Article VI Speed Monitoring Systems

193-3t1. Establishment and use of Speed Monitoring Systems.

A. A Speed Monitoring System, as defined in the Statute, is hereby authorized for use at

established School Zones in the City.
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B. Before activation of the Speed Monitoring System, the City shall:

(1) Pubtish notice ofthe location ofthe Speed Monitoring System on its website and in
a newspaper ofgeneral circulation in the City; and

(2) Ensure that each sign that designates a School Zone is proximate to a sign that:

(a) Indicates that Speed Monitoring Systems are in use in the School Zone; and

(b) Is in accordance with the manual and the specifications tbr a uniform system

oftraffic control devices adopted by the State Highway Administration
under Section 25-104 of the Transportation Article of the Maryland
Annotated Code.

C. If the City moves or places a mobile or stationary Speed Monitoring System to or at a

location where a Speed Monitoring System had not previously been moved or placed,

the City may not issue a citation for a violation by that Speed Monitoring System:

(1) Until signage is installed in accordance with this Section; and

(2) For at least the first fifteen ( 15) catendar days after the signage is installed.

D. School Zoning Speed Monitoring Systems may only operate Monday through Friday

between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.

E. Speed Monitoring Systems shall comply with all other applicable provisions of the

Statute

193-35. Designation of School Zones

A. Subject to compliance with atl applicable provisions of Section 2l -803.1 of the
Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, and as amended, the Mayor
and City Council hereby designate the following roads in the following areas as School
Zones:

Taneytown Elementary School: All public roads within the corporate boundary ofthe
City of Taneytown, located within a one-half mile radius olTaneytown Elementary
School, located at 100 Kings Drive, Taneytown, Maryland 21787.

2. Northwest Middle School: All public roads within the corporate boundary of the City
of Taneytown, located within a one-half mile radius of Northwest Middle School,
located at 99 Kings Drive, Taneytown, Maryland 21787.
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B. The Mayor and City Council may, by Resolution. modifu the school zones created in this
Section, and may designate other School Zones in accordance with the applicable State
statute.

C. The maximum speed limit on municipal roads in any School Zone shall be the posted

speed limit.

193-36 - Establishment of Agency.

The Mayor and City Council hereby designate the Taneltown Police Department as the Agency
responsible for implementing this Ordinance and complying with the applicable terms of the

Statute. The designee may be an officer or employee ofthe City.

193-37 - Program Administrator.

The Mayor and City Council hereby authorize the Chief of the Taneytown Police Department to
designate a Program Administrator, who shall be an employee of the City, who shall oversee the

Speed Monitoring System program. fulfill all requirements ofthe Statute, and oversee any

contract or contractors engaged by the City for such purposes related to the Speed Monitoring
System Program. The Program Administrator shall participate in training programs as required
in the Statute and provide to the Maryland Police Training and Standards Commission an annual

report, approved by the Mayor and City Council, containing the infbrmation required by the

Statute.

193-38 - Local Designee.

The Chief olthe Taneytown Police Department is hereby empowered by the Mayor and City
Council to appoint a Local Designee, who shall be an employee ofthe City. The Local Designee
shall conform to the qualitications, requirements and limitations as provided in the Statute and be

responsible for carrying out the duties and performing the tasks outlined in the Statute, including
but not limited to the investigation and response on behalfofthe City to inquiries and/or
concems about the Speed Monitoring System program, and the authority to void citations as

outlined by the Statute.

193-39 - Speed Monitoring System Contractor.

A. In compliance with Section 2l-809 of the Transportation Article of the Maryland
Annotated Code, the Mayor and City Council may acquire and/or use Speed

Monitoring Systems provided by a vendor for speed camera enforcement within the

corporate limits of the City and may enter into agreements for services associated with
Speed Monitoring Systems from a vendor. Said vendor shall be known as the Speed

Monitoring System Contractor.

B. All such contracts and agreements shall contain the required provisions as outlined by
the Statute.
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C. The Speed Monitoring System Contractor or the Local Designee shall be the Speed

Monitoring System Operator and shall operate the speed monitoring system in
accordance with the Statute, and shall administer and process wamings and civil
citations as provided in the Statute.

D. The Speed Monitoring System Operator shall complete the training requted by the

Statute. Ilthe Speed Monitoring System Contractor is not a Maryland corporation or
entiq/, it shall be qualified to do business in this State as may be required by the State

Depa(ment of Assessments and Taxation and shall remain qualified while providing
sewices to the City.

193-40 - Warnings, notices, and citations.

A. The City may issue or cause to be issued waming notices, civil citations, or both, in
coordination with the District Court of Maryland, and participate in judicial
proceedings in the enforcement ofcitations as provided in the Statute. Citations issued

under this Article are not muricipal infraction citations.

B. The City may commence and pursue appropriate civil proceedings in any court of
competent jurisdiction to enforce the citations issued under this Article to collect the

civil penalties and judgments associated therewith.

SECTION TWO. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and ifany provision, clause,

sentence, word or part thereofis held iltegal, invalid or unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any
person or circumstance, such illegality, invalidity or unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall
not affect or impair any ofthe remaining provisions, clauses, sentences, sections, words, or parts
of the Ordinance or their application to the other persons or circumstances. It is hereby declared
to be the legislative intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted as ifsuch illegal, invalid,
unconstitutional provision, clause, sentence, section, word or part had not been included therein,
and as if the person or circumstances to which the ordinance is part thereof is inapplicable had

been specifi cally exempted therefrom.

SECTION THREE. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

INTRODUCED THIS \O DAY oF FAo"rct-.
qa.g15.gr- Koa..c-cs"....

CLARA KALMAN, CITY CLERK
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PASSED
3 COI.INCIT,MEMBERS FAVOR ANt) a

COUNCILMEMBERS OPPOSED.

CLARA KALMAN. CITY CLERK
APPROVED 1116 2Zd DAY OF

CHRISTOPIIER

'l tllS \t oev,ro
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025 BY A VOTE OF

5

MAYOR

APPROVED AS TO FO AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY
THIS 5 DAY OF 2025.

BY:
LO ATTORNEY
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